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Dear Readers,
The semester is over and yet I still feel stressed as if it was only
beginning. This year ended in a way that no one expected, and I’m
not even sure how I feel right now. It’s like a persistent dream-like
state or alternate reality. I take solace in those around me who feel
similarly, and constantly wonder about the rest of the population. This
election has revealed so much about the people that make up this
country.
The election motivated me in a lot of ways, and maybe would have
regardless of who won. I have the feeling now like I should be doing
something, anything, to feel like I am a participant in our society.
Being involved has become important, but I am still working out
exactly what kind of role I can have as an undergraduate student. The
ultimate goal, I believe, is to educate people. Coalescing as a group
of people who care about the environment, social equity, and other
‘liberal’ ideals can greatly influence the impact of our efforts.
Students, namely us at Rutgers, have a great resource at our disposal
that we often forget: each other. Our student body is essentially a
giant network of our peers. These campuses are plentiful with clubs
and fraternities, but how often do we get together to discuss current
events? We would have a substantial voice if we could form a collective body to discuss and collaborate in regards to the issues that we
care about.
Please, reach out to us if you are interested in making a difference on
our campus. We will be actively initiating a movement to implement
positive, progressive change, because it is no good to remain a quiet
majority. E-mail sebsgreenprint@gmail.com for more information.
Happy holidays everyone,
Emily
Editor
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IMPACT

by Ian Montgomery
Many people have no desire to make an impact on the
world, as they are still waiting for the world to make an
impact on them. We grow numb as we inundate ourselves
with torrents of information, sometimes useful but most
often not. Living in a period with the highest abundance
in human history, survival for many is no longer a concern.
Even if their food or shelter or clothing could be better,
most problems that the average person faces are not
certain doom from wild animal attacks, wars with neighboring villages, or dying of dysentery. The future for many
has grown more uncertain as the individual is now a cog
in a capitalist juggernaut that demands labor. Facing forty
hour (and increasingly higher) work weeks until death, a
retirement age moving further away, and stagnant wages,
the chances for authentic fulfillment is on the decline.
Our demand for wholesome experiences grows but
where are we to look? On the television that profits from
scaring us, or the magazines that profit from shaming
us, or the internet that profits from isolating us? People
grow dependent on technology that connects them to
those far away and separates from those close to them.
Despite a world increasingly built on the interconnectedness of technology and people, we find ourselves with
fewer “real” friends, and the many people we associate
with being colleagues, acquaintances, and tolerable
nuisances.
For people wanting to find greater meaning and truer
purpose, many of them look to the past to find better
times. When would you go without ignoring the problems
through rose-tinted glasses? We could venture to when
black people were unable to vote, or women, or non-landowners, or when no one voted and we never knew the
identity of our ruler and we lived and died in the same
10-mile radius. All of these periods were also great for
many different groups of people in varying locations and
eras but they all had numerous problems.

Some choose to look as far as pre-agricultural hunter-gatherer periods, where regular movement across countries
in small groups was common. Hunting and gathering
occupied at least 90% of human history and times were
unarguably simpler. They lived in a shorter amount of time
than today’s average person but could they claim to be
as unhappy as so many of us today? We have estimated
their societies to have worked fewer hours in a week than
we do, appreciated what they owned more as they could
only keep what fit on their back, and spent the remainder
of their time relaxing, playing, and having sex. With their
major concern being survival for tomorrow, after that was
addressed, they had the freedom to do more.
Can we claim that our only major concern is survival for
tomorrow or is it a litany of chores, duties, tasks, obligations, assignments, and complaints requiring attention
on a regular basis? When was the last time that we were
utterly bored with no other expectations? Stripping everything away, most people want to be happy but no referee
exists to correct our actions. Our solution will be different
from others and theirs different to ours. Should it matter if
what we are doing to find happiness is wholesome? If we
end up happy, should we care what the means are? How
will we find the impact we so desperately desire?
References:
Podles, Leon J. “The Easy Life of a Hunter-Gatherer.” Leon J Podles
DIALOGUE. 17 Mar. 2012. Web.
Lee, Richard B., and Richard Daly. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of
Hunters and Gatherers. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1999. Web.
Bingham, John. “Lonely Britain: Five Million People Who Have No Real
Friends.” The Telegraph. Telegraph Media Group, 12 Aug. 2014. Web.
Archer, Kevin. Social Constructions of the Environment. Central
Washington University. Web.

As many intellectuals in the environmental field will claim,
the environment is a social construct without a concrete
identity. If we attempt to revert swathes of developed land
back to nature, when do we revert it to? To the trees before
that were planted by humans, or the plains formed by the
grazing of domesticated animals, or the any number of
points during hundreds of millions of years of volcanoes
erupting, glaciers melting, and tidal and seismic changes
shaping and reshaping the land? Humanity also cannot
agree on when to go back to, if better times as a whole
existed.
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Collage by Jessica Schoen

Potential Endangered Species
(& Social Norms) of 2017:
by Jessica Schoen

Women’s Rights, African American Rights, Respect for Disabled Individuals, Reproductive Rights,
LGBTQ Rights, Freedom of Speech, Right to Privacy, Birthright Citizenship,Affordable Care Act,
Federal Minimum Wage, Planned Parenthood, The Department of Education, The Food and Drug
Administration, Free Trade Agreement, Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, Gun-Free Zones, Defense Budget, The Environmental Protection Agency, Clean Power
Plan, Clean Air and Water, Renewable Energy, Waters of The U.S. Rule, Endangered Species,
Democrats, Moderate Republicans, Muslims, Mexican-American Relations, US Allies, Syrians,
Refugees, NATO, International Environmental Agreements, Climate Change Action, Sustainability, The Earth, Respect for Others, Basic Human Decency
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Time to talk about scientific literacy
by Ben Purzak

No one my age was even a figment of their parents imagination, and the same could be said of their parents, when
the United States successfully landed a human being on
the moon. It was a proud day for American patriots and
American democracy when we were able to “stick it”
to the USSR and land a man on the moon before them.
Where did this jolt of education in math and science, specifically physics, stem from? Before we landed a man on
the moon, the idea of sending a human being into space
itself was only possible in sci-fi books and TV shows.
It all started with the advent of the Cold War. The two main
powers emerging from the ashes of World War II were the
United States and Communist Russia. Once allies forged
together to overthrow a common enemy, they became
bitter rivals due to differences in ideology and a thirst for
global power. Both sides were stuck in bitter competition
to become the leading world superpower. This rivalry had
them both shooting for the stars. Russia got to space first
by sending the first satellite, Sputnik, in 1957. The United
States was in crisis mode with the public in fear that Russia
could attack them from space. The US had only one way
to answer. Less than a year after the Sputnik launch,
congress launched the National Defence Education Act
(NDEA). This four year program poured billions of dollars
into the US education system. Dwight D. Eisenhower also
created the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), a federal agency dedicated to space exploration.
This is where scientific literacy comes into play. Scientific
literacy, according to literacynet.org, “is the knowledge
and understanding of scientific concepts and processes
required for personal decision making, participation in
civic and cultural affairs, and economic productivity.” In
laymen’s terms it means an everyday person can read
an article about science and understand it enough to
engage in conversation about the validity of its conclusions. It implies that a person can identify scientific issues
in everyday life and express positions that are scientifically factual and informed. This thinking stemmed from
this initiative that congress created. Competition with the
Soviet Union created a scientifically literate society. As
Herbert Hoover once said, “Competition is not only the
basis of protection to the consumer, but is the incentive
to progress.” From this initiative shows like Star Trek were
born that inspired millions of young Americans to study
fields like physics and mathematics. Books like 2001: A
Space Odyssey by Arthur C. Clarke stretched the imaginations of everyday Americans to dream of what the
future of space travel would look like. This fascination
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with science and space travel captured the hearts and
minds of our great nation and united them into pursuing
degrees of advanced science and mathematics. All of this
stemmed from having a rival superpower.
So what happened? Well the space race ended when
we were able to land a man on the moon, subsequently
landing more spacecrafts there. Lunar missions waned in
the 70’s and eventually fizzled out. The joy and lust for
space began to wane as people saw it as a victory, but
thought nothing more could come from space travel.
People thought you only had to be scientifically literate
if you were pursuing a degree in science. As technology
progressed and issues such as the environment and health
care became more mainstream, the need for scientific
literacy has only grown, not declined. Without scientific
literacy, you cannot have scientifically based arguments
over issues that require you to know the science behind
said issues. A research conducted by the National Science
Foundation showed that both national and international
levels of scientific literacy among the general populace
were undesirably low for such a technologically driven
society (Scearce 2007). This is not just a trend in the
general public but also from those who come out of
centers for higher institutions. Robert Hazen, in his article
“Why Should You Be Scientifically Literate?” mentions an
informal Harvard poll in 2002 that revealed fewer than
ten percent of graduating seniors could explain why
it’s hotter in summer than in winter. A survey at George
Mason University from that same year concluded that
half of seniors could not correctly identify the difference
between an atom and a molecule. Professor Jon Miller,
an expert on measuring scientific literacy from Michigan
State, stated that only 28% of Americans are scientifically
literate (Smithsonian Institute 2011). Other statistics from
the Smithsonian Institute in Increasing Scientific Literacy,
A Shared Responsibility include:
•• The United States placed 17th out of the 30
wealthiest nations on the 2006 Program for International Student Assessment Test, which was
given to 15 year olds to measure their ability to
apply math and science to everyday life.
•• A 2009 national survey by the California
Academy of Sciences indicated that only 59% of
adults knew that early humans did not coexist
with dinosaurs; only 53% knew how long it takes
the Earth to orbit the sun; only 47% could give
an approximation of how much of the Earth’s
surface is covered by water; and only 21% knew
all three of this things.
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We could go on all day with the statistics of scientific
illiteracy, but at the end of the day one thing is certain; “It
is a big question,” said Neil DeGrasse Tyson when confronted with the understanding of science in America,
when asked by Linda Holmes of NPR.org. He brought
up the paradox that we are in. We have unlimited access
to science from so many sources, not to mention the
internet, but scientific illiteracy still exists. He mentions
the people who believe they are scientifically literate,
but are not. He doesn’t mind if you aren’t scientifically
literate, just admit it to yourself and then take the steps
to become scientifically literate. Tyson points out that
we live in an elective democracy where science and
technology define so many aspects of society that you
can’t have people who are scientifically illiterate making
decisions. “If you’re not scientifically literate, what kind
of society are we living in?”
The question posed is, “what needs to change?” Well,
I believe we, as a culture, need to make science and
math more enticing and more prevalent in society. For
example, the German 10 marks bill had Carl Friedrich
Gauss’ equation for normal distribution on it’s front
up until 1993. It is these little nuances in society that
can have an impact. It is getting the public to be more
engaged in the realm of science and mathematics that
can have a lasting impact. Imagine the young German
kid that stared at the cover of that German 10 mark bill as
the wonder and fascination glistened in their eyes over
what this curve could mean. I believe some of the kids
that took a crack at finding out what that curve meant
went on to become great scientists and mathematicians.
All it takes is a foot in the door and your whole perspective of the world around you is changed forever.
References:
Holmes, Linda. “Neil DeGrasse Tyson On Literacy, Curiosity,
Education, And Being ‘In Your Face’” NPR. NPR, 25 Feb. 2010. Web.
Council, National Research. National Science Education Standards.
S.l.: National Academy, 1996. Print.
Whitmer, Keshia. “Trends and Issues Wikipages for Summer 2016.”
Education Trends and Issues - Scientific Literacy. Web.
Clough, G. Wayne. “Scientific Literacy, Hegemony, And Struggle.”
Rethinking SCIENTIFIC LITERACY : Smithsonian Institution. Web.
Hazen, Robert M. “Why Should You Be Scientifically Literate?”
ActionBioscience - Promoting Bioscience Literacy. Web.
ProQuest. Web.
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GET UP, GET OUT, AND
MOVE
by Casey McArdle

Everyone can fall into a routine of not taking the time
to take care of themselves. We all need to find that one
thing that allows us to take a step back, reflect, and have
a moment away from our hectic everyday lives. Whether
it involves being a blanket burrito for an hour a day, or
working out, it can help us be more content and productive on a day to day basis. A lot of people find solace in
taking a walk in the woods, a hike if you will. I’m going
to talk about how you may go about finding some nice
places to get outside right here in NJ by sharing some
of my favorite spots in nearby counties. Yes, even a
densely populated state like New Jersey has beautiful
open spaces which have been kept that way for people
like you to go out and enjoy.
We’ll start with some close by and very accessible trails.
Sourlands Mountain Preserve has many interlacing trails
which lead you through heavily wooded areas and a bit
of edge environments as well. Birding, biking, and even
bouldering are just some of the lovely things to do in
this local gem of Somerset County. Moving north a bit
to Morris County, one of my favorite places to hike is on
Pyramid Mountain. This spot has many miles of trails,
a couple viewpoints of New York City, and a beautiful
glacial erratic, Tripod Rock, for you rock lovers. To the
northwest of the state there is Stokes State Forest which
I do believe is one of New Jersey’s greatest natural
treasures. I would highly recommend camping and hiking
these trails because it is such an expansive natural area
with so much to offer. Stokes has also recently finished
outlining a new ten mile trail which loops around the
entire park. It puts you into many different habitats
which is also home to diverse wildlife species. Stokes
is located in Sussex County, which has a plethora of
beautiful trails which seem to be ubiquitous for northern
Jersey. Moving down to Central Jersey, Cheesequake
State Park is a delight fairly close to Rutgers New
Brunswick. It has many trails, a beach, and a fairly large
pine stand which is significant to the area.
The aforementioned parks and preserves are just a few
of the many open spaces utilized for outdoor recreation.
Remember, take a second to collect your thoughts from
time to time and care for yourself. Find a creative outlet,
you are already the best version of yourself you just have
to come to terms with what that means. I will leave you
with this; are you willing to take action, create a life that
you would like to live, or sit in the backseat and let life
get the best of you?
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i had a dream
by andrew cumming
i had a dream last night
that i could not take off my shoes
i walked through the door
saw slippers on the floor
and knew that i had to choose
i opened the door, felt the chill
of the wind as i peeked my head outside
thought about stepping my foot to the cold
when she abruptly pulled me aside
she looked at my shoes, perplexed
and frightened of what this could possibly mean
i gave her a shrug then looked at her eyes
realized the shared sense of serene we comprise
i made my choice, she gazed at me
motioned to bed with a yawn
with great relax
i went back
and fell asleep, shoes on
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Keep your heads up kids.
This year is what you make it,
so let’s make it green.
~Green Print
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