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EDITOR’S NOTE
Hello readers!
We are now fully immersed in the fall semester, but there is always room for
more learning. Over the summer, I learned the unwelcome lesson of coping
with the loss of a loved one. This is a lesson in life that all of us will experience
many times, but my reflection led me to the concept of engagement. We all
process our emotions in different ways, specialists even labeling the stages that
many people endure. Against popular norms, I found myself trying to forget the
pain and be numb, to disengage myself from everything that reminded me of
her. This idea of disengaging with my own life, to ignore the things around me
instead of attempting to regain normalcy, led me to even deeper thoughts about
our society.
Throughout my studies as an environmental policy major, my classmates and I
are often presented with the challenge of thinking from differing perspectives.
The decisions made by our fellow community members have led to our societal
norms, and have a direct impact on our environments. People choose to drive
frequently, eat without remorse, and consume and dispose with no regard for
the materials or energy entailed. We as a society are completely disengaged
with our own lives, because we do not personally face the consequences of
our decisions. When was the last time you considered the food miles of the
ingredients in your sushi roll, or even looked inside your burrito before biting
into it? Have you questioned where your plastic cup, or lid, or straw will end up,
after using it once and throwing it away? I feel like we often forget about the
akin beings in the cars next to us, seeing them only as obstacles in our path of
congestion.
As college students, especially now in 2017 and here at RU, we are persistently encouraged to be engaged; in student organizations, sporting events, and
outside of the university in political and global news. Being engaged has different
requirements in this day and age, because we must constantly be connected
and communicating with someone. These modern demands, although labeled
as ‘engaging’ activities, may in fact be disconnecting us further. Our cars, buses
and trains segregate commuters from the wildlife trying to migrate alongside
us. We can barely look away from our phones, even after almost tripping on the
sidewalk. There are obvious benefits to our modernization, but I feel as though
we are forgetting the costs.
The costs are the things that we lose along the way. These costs can be
immediate, like the second that cat runs in front of your car, but in general they
primarily seem to present themselves in the long term. The lesson I learned was
a harsh reality. Maybe with continued reflection and awareness, reality won’t
be so harsh.
Yours truly,
Emily Hunziker
Editor
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Genus: Bombus

Xylocopa, similar to Bombus in both size and
appearance, are most commonly known as
Carpenter Bees. The main difference in appearance between the two is that Xylocopa have
a much shinier abdomen than Bombus. They
get their colloquial name because they dig their
nests into pieces of wood.

Photo by Pollinators of Oregon

Photo by Michael Roswell

Hylaeus are an interesting group of bees mainly
because of how tiny they are. They are usually
black, with some stripes or markings on their
face. Hylaeus are among some of the first
native bees to be labeled as endangered.

Genus: Xylocopa

Bombus are more commonly known as bumblebees. They are very effective pollinators and
tend to be on the more social side. They are
big, fuzzy, and also my favorite kind of bee!

Photo by Nature Conservation Imaging

Genus: Hylaeus

Photo by University of Florida

For many people when they think of bees, their
immediate thought is a large insect with black
and yellow stripes, prepared and willing to
sting at all costs. This definition is largely inaccurate, as bees are incredibly diverse both
morphologically and behaviorally. With over
400 bee species in New Jersey alone, their
diversity is both exciting and interesting. Here
are six different types of bees you can find
in New jersey; some you definitely know, and
some you probably don’t!

Photo by Discover Life

By Andrew Cumming

Photo by Michael Roswell

Photo by Michael Roswell

WILD BEES OF NEW JERSEY

Genus: Halictus

Genera: Augochlora and Agapostemon
Augochlora and Agapostemon are two genera
of bees that both fall under one broad
category: Green Bees! Both known for their
bright, metallic green color, they are relatively
small, very pretty, and a variety of sweat bees as
well. Augochlora are entirely green, while Agapostemon are usually green on the face and
thorax, with prototypical bee stripes along the
abdomen.

Genus: Ceratina

Halictus belong to a group of bees known as
sweat bees. They are small with distinctive
black and yellow stripes on their abdomen.
They earned their common name ‘sweat bees’
because they are attracted to the salts in sweat.
You can usually find a lot of pollen on them!

The most distinctive feature of many Ceratina is
their metallic blue color. They are typically very
small, and are actually more closely related to
carpenter bees than bumblebees are.

REFERENCES		http://bugguide.net/node/view/475348		https://winfreelab.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/newjerseynativebees_foldout.pdf
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Now that you know abouvt some cool new bees,
stop and appreciate their beauty if you see one!
And if you happen to spot a bumblebee, take a
picture and send it to us at Green Print! 😊
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THE WRATH OF HARVEY
By Joshua Morales

As summer nears its end, the United States
has faced the onslaught of a major hurricane.
This hurricane brought high wind speeds,
millions of dollars in damage, and resulted in
thousands of people needing to be displaced.
The street name for this hurricane was Harvey.
Harvey did not play any games, and in its wake,
it left a rebuilding process for the country that
will be long and arduous.

Hurricane Harvey first made landfall in
Rockport, Texas on August 25th, 2017. At this
point Harvey was a Category 4 storm, meaning
that it had wind speeds of up to 130 mph.
Needless to say, such high wind speeds caused
major damage. No building was pardoned
from the full force of mother nature. Schools,
nursing homes, and even some hotels felt the
power of those high winds. According to Alexia
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Fernandez, “128 people had to be evacuated
from a Fairfield Inn in Rockport after the
building was severely damaged”.3 Incidents
like this were very common as Harvey made
its way through more of Southeastern Texas.

season doesn’t end for another 6 weeks, so
only time will tell if another natural disaster is
headed our way. And hopefully all we need is
time for enough people in the United States to
correlate climate change with mother nature’s
wrath.

Following an odd path, Harvey eventually made
its way to the Houston area. Along the way,
a large portion of Southeastern Texas was
bombarded with obscene amounts of rain.
Parts of Texas got a full year’s worth of rain in
one week. Cedar Bayou, a city along the Gulf
of Mexico got more than 50 inches of rain.
According to Leanna Garfield of BusinessInsider, “downpours reached up to four inches
per hour”.4 Intense rains lasted about 72 hours
in the area.

REFERENCES
1-Abramson, A. (2017, September 05). Gas Prices Have
Jumped Nearly 30 Cents Because of Harvey | Money.
Retrieved September 15, 2017, from http://time.com/
money/4928567/gas-prices-harvey-irma-hurricane/
2-Dottle, R., King, R., & Koeze, E. (2017, September 02).
Hurricane Harvey’s Impact - And How It Compares
To Other Storms. Retrieved September 15, 2017, from
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/hurricane-harveys-impact-and-how-it-compares-to-other-storms/
3-Fernandez, A. (2017, August 26). Ferocious Hurricane
Harvey Hits Land in Texas Causing Injuries and Several
Buildings to Collapse. Retrieved September 15,
2017, from http://people.com/human-interest/hurricane-harvey-hits-texas/

These heavy rains have already had diverse
effects on the state of Texas, and are sure to
have many more. According to Rachael Dottle,
Harvey “dumped an estimated 27 trillion
gallons of water on Texas and Louisiana”.2
People’s homes have been destroyed and
ecosystems disrupted because of the rain.
Tragically, people have even lost their lives
due to Hurricane Harvey. According to Claudia
Lauer, officials “blame at least 60 deaths on
Harvey”.6

4-Garfield, L., Gould, S., & Harrington, R. (2017, August
31). Hurricane Harvey is the worst rainfall disaster in
US history - this interactive map shows how bad it
was. Retrieved September 15, 2017, from http://www.
b u s i n e s s i n s i d e r.c o m / h u r r i c a n e - h a r vey-2 0 1 7- ra i n fall-map-2017-8
5-Grant, K. (2017, September 06). Damage From Hurricane
Harvey 2017 by The Numbers And in Pictures. Retrieved
September 15, 2017, from https://www.thestreet.com/
s t o r y/ 1 4 2 9 1 5 4 6 / 1 / h u r r i c a n e - h a r v ey- d a m a g e - e s t i mates-everything-you-need-to-know.html

While Harvey passed through Texas about
three weeks ago, the effects are still being felt.
With so much water having fallen on the lone
star state, the flood waters are still receding.
Kinsey Grant says that “Harvey has wreaked
havoc on business in the heartland of the U.S
oil production”.5 Not only Texas, but the entire
United States is being affected with higher
gas prices. Alana Abramson reported that “on
average, [gas] prices shot up nationwide by
nearly 30 cents over the past week”.1

6-Lauer, C. (2017, September 04). Death toll from
Harvey rises to at least 60. Retrieved September 15,
2017, from http://www.reporternews.com/story/news/
l o c a l / t e x a s / 2 0 1 7/ 0 9 / 0 4 /d e a t h -t o l l- h a r v e y- r i s e s least-60/631660001/

Hurricanes like Harvey are becoming all too
common. Just ask Florida how much they
enjoyed hosting Irma this past week. Another
hurricane, Jose, has been spending time
circling around in the lower Atlantic. Hurricane
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A TALK ON THE WILD SIDE
By Tereza Marshyti

This year has definitely been one of extreme
weather.

what little moisture there is from the plants
and soil, creating ideal conditions for the brush
to ignite and spread. This process releases
thousands of tons of carbon into the atmosphere; a vicious cycle in itself. This is not to
mention the fires that were directly caused
by humans, such as one that was reportedly started by teenagers throwing fireworks.
In Oregon, most of the fires were caused
by lightning, and “with weeks left in the fire
season, more than a half-million acres have
burned - a little more than the yearly average
over the past decade. That total, however, is far
less than the devastation of 2012, when nearly
1.3 million acres burned. But, the climate is
changing and with that, experts warn, comes a
‘new normal.’” (oregonlive.com)

Hurricanes in the eastern and southern
seaboards of the U.S., monsoon floods in
South Asia, and meanwhile, wildfires have set
ablaze across the West- Washington, Oregon,
California, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, Nevada,
Wyoming and Utah. More than 8 million acres
of land have burned this season with 2 million
still currently aflame, according to the Fish &
Wildlife Service.
Controlled and natural wildfires are a normal
cyclic condition that revitalize forests by
stripping away cluttered leaf litter, recycling
nutrients, and leaving behind fertilized soil in
its wake. Recall that such a lesson was learned
in the 1988 Yellowstone fire. After a century
of full suppression that consisted of constant
early fire detection and extinguishment, plant
species had become homogeneous and were
allowed to age and accumulate fuels, which
resulted in the largest recorded fire in the park.

REFERENCES
h t t p : // w w w . o r e g o n l i v e . c o m / w i l d f i r e s / i n d e x .
ssf/2017/09/its_a_fiery_year_in_oregon_but.html
h t t p : // w w w. b u s i n e s s i n s i d e r. c o m / w i l d f i r e - s e a son-western-us-2017-9
h t t p s : // w w w.w a s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / n e w s / s p e a ki n g - o f- s c i e n c e / w p / 2 0 1 7/ 0 9 / 0 8 / w i l d f i r e s - h a v e burned-an-area-the-size-of-maryland/

However, the fiery, unhealthy side of this tale is
the severe drought that has hit these western
regions. Record heat waves have absorbed
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GAS PRICES POST HARVEY
By: Tyler Lepucki

Whether you’re a daily driver or simply one
to ride your bike around town, I’m sure you
have all noticed rising gas prices across the
board. If you have been keeping up with recent
climate news in the United States, you may
have pieced together the culprit behind these
price spikes: Hurricane Harvey.

These are times where, thanks to climate
change, we can expect these severe storms in
much greater strengths and frequencies. It will
be interesting to see how nature will continue
to stir up our economy in the future.
REFERENCES

Many of the oil refineries in the U.S. are located
in Texas, and as vicious flood waters ripped
through these areas as a result of the storm,
refineries were forced to halt production.
Thanks to low oil prices, companies have been
pushed to produce as much gas as possible,
but with the shut downs in Texas, the industry
decided to raise the prices to recoup profits.
Some places have seen increases of 10 to 20
cents per gallon, a pretty hefty hike especially in New Jersey after the gas tax that was
recently passed pushed prices 23 cents higher
without any input from the energy industry.

Bomey, Nathan. “Here’s How Much Hurricane Harvey
Is Driving up Gas Prices.” USA Today. Gannett Satellite
Information Network, 28 Aug. 2017. Web.
Cuddy, Matt. “Pain at the Pump as Gas Prices Jump
after Hurricane Harvey Shuts Refineries.” CNBC. CNBC,
11 Sept. 2017. Web.
Rocco, Matthew. “Gas Prices Take a Breather after
Post-Harvey Spike.” Fox Business. Fox Business, 26
Sept. 2017. Web.

Hurricane Irma also recently hit closer to
home, as it swept through multiple Caribbean
islands, most of Florida, and fizzled out above
the panhandle. This storm was equally devastating; Irma resulted in higher prices for the
country and shortages throughout most of
the southern state. Luckily the storms have
passed and we are all on a road to recovery,
but prices won’t recover as quickly, unfortunately lowering only one cent in the days that
followed. Although, on the bright side, prices
will soon begin to fall and reach normal levels
by Christmas, which is when prices are at their
annual low.

8

RUTGERS GREEN PRINT

ISSUE 16 — SEPTEMBER 2017

UNMASKED

RSK (Alumnus ‘17)
I am a prisoner of abandonment
My father’s mind in an absent soul
A being without a body
The chilly breeze interrupting a still night
Slipping away like the innocence of a child
I am the words restricted by your clenched jaw
Like a body in a mass grave
Longing for recognition
Patiently waiting forever
With my steady, observant, and knowing pace

PASSION PUDDLE
PLAYLIST

Blended with a van Gogh brushstroke
I am neither here nor there
But ever-present, haunting your conscience
A glimmering candle in the dark
Becoming as stubborn as Everest

By Andrew Cumming

Cycles of Existential Rhyme
by Chicano Batman

I am embraced by our Byzantium halo
Vibrant as the Persian past
Alive with an American spirit
A velvety royal blue
Unmasking, like dawn’s piercing rays

Convertible Balloon by Wavves
Saddr Weirdr by Bomb the
Music Industry!
I Walk the Thinnest Line by the
Dead Milkmen
My Generation by spoonboy
No More Tears by AJJ
Your Heart is a Muscle the Size of
Your Fist by Ramshackle Glory
Some Rotten Man by the Taxpayers
Vampires in Love by A Great Big
Pile of Leaves
Heart Tattoo by Joyce Manor
Swimming Pool by The Front Bottoms
Oh, Susquehanna! by Defiance, Ohio
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ENDANGERED SPECIES OF THE MONTH:
BLACK RHINO
By Jessica Schoen

The Black Rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) is a
mammal from Africa, with 40% of the population concentrated in South Africa, and the
rest in Namibia, Zimbabwe, and Kenya. Their
habitat is grassland and open savanna. The
black rhino eats where it lives, typically eating
vegetation which includes leaves, buds, and
the shoots of plants, bushes and trees. They
weigh 1 to 1.5 tons and are 4.5 to 6 feet tall.

feeding grounds, wallows, and water holes.
When rhinos actually do communicate, they
do it by scent, marking with urine and feces.
Rhinos also get together during mating season.
Females will typically make dung piles and
the males will follow by spreading the dung
so other males cannot pick up the females’
scents. Mating behavior includes snorting and
fighting with horns among males. Breeding
pairs mate several times a day and stay
together for 2 to 3 days. The gestation period
is about 16 months, and births typically occur
towards the end of the rainy season. Mother
and baby stay together for 2 to 3 years, but the

Black rhinos are extremely aggressive and will
charge at any threats; however, they cannot
see well so they occasionally charge for no
reason. They usually live solitarily for 35 to 40
years, but they sometimes get together in their
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babies are occasionally eaten by hyenas and
lions. It takes the baby 5 to 7 years if female or
7 to 8 years if male to reach sexual maturity.

However, they have become more susceptible to disease and mortality in captivity, and
removing the horn is problematic because it is
used to protect their young against predators.
The major current threats to black rhinos
are habitat changes, illegal poaching, and
competing species. Moreover, wars in these
countries have also been detrimental to black
rhino habitats.

Because Rhinos only produce one offspring
every two and a half to five years, it is hard
to keep the population thriving. The low birth
rate makes it easy to consider them as critically endangered. Another factor that contributes
to rhino endangerment is poaching. Rhinos
are hunted for their horns and for their hard,
hairlike growth on their head, which is used
for medicine in China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
and Singapore. Their horns are also extremely
valuable in North America and the Middle East,
typically selling for $30,000.

The Word Wildlife Fund works to protect
the Black Rhino. You can adopt a rhino at
their website: https://www.worldwildlife.org/
species/black-rhino. In addition, the Save the
Rhino International is an organization that
specifically works to protect only rhinos. Their
website is https://www.savetherhino.org/.

The rhino once roamed most of sub-Saharan Africa, but they were killed by European
hunters who saw them as vermin. (It was
normal to kill five or six rhinos a day.) Around
1900, there were probably several hundred
thousand black rhinos living in Africa. Their
total population is now between 5,042 and
5,455, which is down by 97.6% since 1960.
Some methods of saving the rhino are moving
them from their natural environment to parks
and preserves, and removing the rhino horns
to deter poachers from slaughtering them.

REFERENCES
National Geographic. (2017). “Black Rhinoceros.”
Retrieved February 27, 2017 from http://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/b/black-rhinoceros/
World Wildlife Fund. (2017). “Black Rhino.” Retrieved
February 27, 2017 from https://www.worldwildlife.org/
species/black-rhino
African Wildlife Foundation. (2017). “Rhinoceros.”
Retrieved February 27, 2017 from http://www.awf.org/
wildlife-conservation/rhinoceros
Save the Rhino International. (2017). “Black rhino.”
Retrieved February 27, 2017 from https://www.savetherhino.org/rhino_info/species_of_rhino/black_rhinos
Wikipedia. (2017). “Black rhinoceros.” Retrieved
February 27, 2017 from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Black_rhinoceros
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