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Hello Green Print Readers!

The semester is officially in full swing! Routines are in place, exams have 
started and the freshman have probably figured out which dining hall is 
the best (and the worst). Can you believe this is already our second issue 
as Presidents? After a few technical difficulties, our first issue was a huge 
success and we hope you guys shared the same excitement as us. This 
journey as Co-Presidents will be long but filled with many rewarding life 
lessons as well as computer software lessons-that is, for an Animal Science 
major and Biotechnology major. 

Nevertheless, college is supposed to be for learning and developing your 
character, and adventuring into different realms. As members of the same 
community we should feel obligated to try new things and get out of our 
comfort zones. One lesson that will inevitably be learned as a student is the 
importance of networking. This means building relationships and maintaining 
them as well. A college life hack that we highly recommend to all is to go to 
your professors’ office hours!! Whether you have a question about the class 
work or not building a relationship  with your professor can be a valuable 
asset to your future success.

As we approach Thanksgiving weekend, we would just like to take a moment 
to thank our writers and photographers for sharing their stories with us, while 
simultaneously grinding through schoolwork and midterm season. We have 
the best staff ever!

Love,
Samara Mowla and Samhita Vadapalli
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A Collection of Street
Art At Rutgers

Art comes in many different forms, shapes, and sizes, but 
personally my favorite form of art, is the free kind. So this 
past week, I decided to traverse the Rutgers campuses 
in search of free street art. Most of the art I’ve found was 
discovered on the Cook campus. The next time you are on 
Cook, keep an eye out for these mini pieces of street art! 
Can you find them all?

By: Myah Rios
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A Total S   lar Eclipse
An Awe -Inspiring Jewel in Nature’s Crown

By: Jeremy Lewan

After an eclipse, the Incan spiritual 
leaders would endeavor to determine 
the reason for the Sun god’s fury 
and appease him by sacrificing 
gold, silver, llamas, and even young 
children. Like the ancient Incans, we 
umbraphiles also worship the Sun and 
even sacrifice (our time and money) 
to travel to see eclipses. However, 
we    welcome eclipses with applause, 
cheers, and tears of joy, rather than 
placate them with llamas and gold. 

My mother and I on the beach in La Serena, 
Chile, wearing special eclipse glasses.

As an umbraphile (Latin for “lover of shadows”), I am dedicated to chasing 
solar eclipses around the world. My first solar eclipse was the Great  American 
Eclipse in 2017, which I witnessed from the banks of the Cooper River in 
Charleston, South Carolina. On July 2, this past summer, I had the privilege of 
experiencing a total solar eclipse in La Serena, Chile. The celestial spectacle 
was breathtaking, to say the least. But for pre-scientific people, an apparent 
swallowing of the Sun during an eclipse was a totally disruptive event, one that 
caused great dread and alarm in those who witnessed it, one that demanded 
explanation. The ancient Incas, who inhabited the area around La Serena 
and other parts of South America from approximately 1100 AD to 1535 AD, 
worshipped the omnipotent Sun god, Inti. The Incas attempted to make sense of 
eclipses by attributing them to Inti’s rage and dissatisfaction. 
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Despite popular misconception, solar 
eclipses aren’t rare; they occur about 
every 18 months somewhere on the 
planet. Solar eclipses can only occur 
during a New Moon phase when 
the Moon moves between the Sun 
and Earth, at which time the three 
align: Sun–Moon–Earth. This stellar 
synchronization causes the shadow 
of the Moon to be projected onto the 
Earth, generating a period of darkness 
over those who fall within the umbra 
(inner shadow).

Three different types of eclipses can 
occur: partial, annular, and total. 
During a partial eclipse, the Moon 
aligns with the Sun and Earth, but they 
don’t form a straight line. Instead, 
the Moon is either above or below the 
plane that contains the Sun and Earth. 
Thus, the Moon doesn’t completely 
block out the Sun, the inner shadow 
of the Moon fails to make contact with 
the Earth, and only the outer shadow 
makes land-(or sea!)-fall. This results 
in a Sun that appears to have a “bite” 
taken out of it, resembling a crescent. 
An annular eclipse is made possible 
by the fact that the Moon’s orbit is 
not a perfect circle and instead is 
elliptical, exhibiting eccentricity. This 
phenomenon materializes when the 

Moon is at or near its furthest point 
from the Earth, called its apogee. This 
causes the Moon to appear smaller 
than the Sun, completely covering 
the center of it but leaving the edges 
uncovered. The result is a clear “ring 
of fire” around the Moon. Finally, a 
total solar eclipse occurs when the 
Moon completely covers the Sun 
because it is at or near its closest 
point to Earth, known as its perigee.
On Earth, the view during a total solar 
eclipse is awesome, but eye protection 
is imperative. 

A Depiction of  the 3 Types of  Eclipes
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Serious damage can be inflicted on the 
eyes and even blindness can ensue if 
one looks at the Sun without the aid of 
special ISO-certified eclipse glasses. 
A total eclipse begins as if the Moon 
is taking a bite out of the edge of the 
Sun, and all kinds of extraordinary 
phenomena occur as it progresses. 
The Moon continues to move in front 
of the Sun, until only a small crescent 
of light can be seen and the sky begins 
to darken. As the crescent disappears, 
tiny specks of light are visible around 
the edge and wavy ribbons of light 
called shadow bands appear on Earth’s 
surface. Suddenly the sky is dark, but 
along the horizon a 360-degree reddish-
yellow sunset-like glow is visible. Once 
the Sun is totally eclipsed, its wispy 
corona, the outermost layer of the   

The Totality Phase of the Eclipse

A Close-Up of Totality: The 
Corona Was Visible
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Sun’s atmosphere, can be seen shining 
in all directions around the Moon. 
Stars and planets are visible in the 
abyss of the umbra.  The temperature 
drops by up to 15 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Lamentably,  totality only lasts for a 
few minutes; before long, the entire 
spectacle is over  and the process 
operates in reverse. Now you’re 
wondering: “Where and when can I see 
one of these next?” It is extremely rare 
for total solar eclipses to be visible 
over the same area in two consecutive 
years, but that will occur with the next 
one. It will take place on December 14, 
2020 and will once again be visible in 
South America and the South Pacific. 
The following one will be seen on 
December 4, 2021 in Antarctica. A third 
one will occur on April 20, 2023 over 
the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia’s 
Pacific island nations. A fourth, on 
April 8, 2024, will be a boon for those 
who don’t wish to travel far to see a 
total eclipse. It will span across the 
entire United States from Texas up to 
Newfoundland, cutting right through 
New York State.

So what are you waiting for, fellow 
umbraphiles? Buy your eclipse glasses 
and start planning your trips to Chile, 
Antarctica, Indonesia, or anywhere in 
the path of totality in the United States.
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Tales From a Crappy Tripod: 
light_painting1.jpg

By Joe Gonzaga

Light painting. It’s colorful, looks dope, 
and seems super hard to pull off. On a 
technical level, it isn’t. But when you’re 
a budding photographer that doesn’t 
quite grasp the concept of exposure yet, 
well, it can be challenging. Especially 
when it’s like -42,000 degrees outside. 

We headed to the field behind 
Voorhees Chapel overlooking Rt. 18, 
to experiment with light photography. 
There we were, waving around glow 
sticks in the dark. At one point, a group 
of people walked by, probably thinking 
we were on drugs or something. But 
that didn’t matter. We were gonna get 
this shot. And we did!

Things I learned:
 Technical: I figured out what ‘bulb 
mode’ does! I thought the longest  
shutter speed my camera had was 30 
seconds. Now I know that this is not 
the case. For example, I could take 
100-second exposures if I wanted to. 
This opens the door to shots I’ve never 
experimented with before. 

 Composition: While the images 
themselves look cool, they lack variety. 
It would’ve been cool if we captured 
buildings, trees, or some other element 
in the frame. A shot might look good, 
but that doesn’t necessarily mean it’s 
interesting. 

 Investing in a good tripod is a 
must. I feel like people often overlook 
this. Stability is a key component in 
photography. If your tripod is wobbly, it 
doesn’t matter how good your camera 
is or how cool the shot looks. It’ll just 
end up being a blurred mess. Most of 
the time we spent outside was invested 
towards fiddling around with the tripod. 

         “Lefty-loosey”, when it comes 
to the tripod, is a straight up lie. And, 
dress appropriately for the weather.

Other Ideas to Try: 
        Painting a variety of objects (cars, 
        flowers, etc.)
        Light tracing people and light orbs
        Experimenting with zoom
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Painted by our very own Co-President Samhita

If you want to try this yourself:

Most phones nowadays have the option 
of shooting in the manual mode, so you 
don’t have to break the bank for a fancy 
DSLR or point-and-shoot. Shooting in 
manual gives you control over the three 
main components of a shot’s exposure:
   1) Shutter speed: how long a 
   camera’s light sensor is exposed to   
   light, or how bright an image appears
   2) ISO: how sensitive a camera’s light  
   sensor is to light
   3) Aperture: how much light hits 
   a camera’s sensor given how open the  
   is

The hardest part of light painting, as 
with all photographs, is getting the 
exposure right. This is especially true 
when shooting at night.

 Try experimenting with different 
shutter speeds at first, and adjust 
ISO and aperture as needed. If the 
max shutter speed you can achieve 
is something like 10 seconds, try a 
higher ISO and a medium aperture to 
compensate for the shorter time.

 Take a lot of shots. You aren’t 
gonna get the perfect picture on 
the first or even the hundredth 
try. Photography (especially 
in the beginning), is all about 
experimentation.
 Think about the elements 
you want in your shot. Do you 
want to emphasize the trees in the 
background? Buildings in the distance? 
Trying different exposures will highlight 
or hide these elements. 

Grab a flashlight, position your camera, 
and start shooting! Wave the light 
around and see how it turns out. Adjust 
shutter speed, ISO, and aperture 
as needed. Once you get a grasp on 
exposure, you can start writing out 
messages or drawing pictures! In 
all, it was a fun experience. 10/10, 
would risk hypothermia again. Funnily 
enough, I think the hardest part of the 
whole process was getting the camera 
off the tripod. Shout-out to Ilina for 
helping with that. And to Samhita for 
trying (“I’m telling you, my counter-
clockwise”), I guess. Stay tuned for 
future updates, folks. Catch ya on 
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In Kate Raworth’s TEDTalk 
“Doughnut Economics”, she talks 
about a framework to build a balanced world where everyone has 
access to fundamental resources without having to pressurize and 
exploit the earth. Most economic models do not take into account 
where resources come from or the pollution  produced, even though 
these are very real and important factors. The concept of weak 
sustainability is looking at the world as if the economy, society, 
and the environment are simply a venn diagram with small areas 
of intersection. In order to achieve true sustainability, we must see 
society as being embedded into the environment and furthermore, the 
economy as being embedded into society. Everything begins with the 
environment and is sustained by the environment. Why is it that we 
don’t intuitively understand how the environment is intersectional with 
almost every aspect of our society and economy? 

I was having a conversation with my best friend who is passionate 
about human rights and healthcare issues. I mentioned that often 
times fracking in marginalized communities has caused rampant 
health defects due to the air and water being poisoned, and that 
“environmental” groups like Sunrise Movement have put these 
issues at the forefront of their campaign. She was surprised to hear 
this perspective of what environmental activism is and to know that 
environmental issues most often directly intersect with her interests 
and her skillset. 

Second
Nature

By: Anjali Madgula
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In order to erase the misconception that environmentalism is simply 
for people who are obsessed with nature, we need to expand our 
understanding of it to be something that is totally wrapped up in 
and mutually affected by everything. In Vanessa Farquharson’s book 
“Sleeping Naked is Green”, she says “People shouldn’t feel as though 
they have to choose between living out the rest of their days in a 
hippie commune in the middle of a hemp crop with a composting 
toilet and living in a stylish urban condo with his and hers sinks.” 
Environmentalism isn’t something crazy and out there, it is something 
that can and should be incorporated into all sectors and careers.  Just 
as we often consider an issue economically and socially, we should also 
normalize considering it environmentally. In this next era of greening 
the economy and subsequently every aspect of our interaction with 
society, thinking of the environment should become second nature.
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1) Mount Tammany
Located in the scenic Delaware Water 
Gap National Recreation Area, the view 
from atop Mount Tammany is nothing 
short of breathtaking. The hike up to 
the top of the mountain can be grueling, 
so you might actually be out of breath, 
but the view is most definitely worth the 
climb.

2) Sandy Hook
Just a tiny bit inland from Sandy Hook’s 
seven miles of beaches, there are many 
hiking trails to explore. Along these 
trails, you can find beautiful wildflowers 
and critters, and you will catch glimpses 
of the ocean. Be sure to check out the 
Sandy Hook Lighthouse, which is the 
oldest operating lighthouse in the United 
States!

“Of all the paths you take in life, make sure a few of them are dirt.” - John Muir

Here are five of my favorite places to go hiking in New Jersey!

Take a Hike
By: Julia Buttergereit
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3) Stairway to Heaven
The ascent to the peak of this trail in 
Waywayanda State Park is just like the 
Led Zeppelin song: lengthy, but spec-
tacular. The hike takes you along the 
Appalachian Trail and up rocky terrain, 
until you reach the top of the moun-
tain. The view is absolutely gorgeous 
year-long, but it was especially cool to 
see the beautiful rural NJ view amidst 
the changing autumn colors.

4) Sunrise Mountain
Sunrise Mountain in Stokes State For-
est is another beautiful viewpoint in 
Northwest NJ. The view of the sunrise 
from the mountain is always captivat-
ing. The Sunrise Mountain Pavilion is 
a great spot to birdwatch. You might 
be able to spot an eagle, estrel, hawk, 
vulture, falcon, or another raptor since 
this location is on the Atlantic Flyway, 
which is a north-south route that birds 
use to migrate.

5) Buttermilk Falls 
Found in the Delaware Water Gap 
National Recreation Area, Butter-
milk Falls is the tallest waterfall in 
New Jersey! Wooden steps take you 
up to the top of the falls, with viewing 
platforms along the way, and you can 
continue to hike through the woods on 
the continuing trail. The view of the 
cascading waterfall is impressive from 
both the top of the falls and from the 
pool at the bottom.
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Serving on campus
By Subhodeep Chakrabarty

Colleges across the country are 
actively trying to support their local 
communities. At the Rutgers campus, 
we have many local opportunities 
to give back to our community. 
Throughout my college career, I have 
had the chance to volunteer and be a 
part of several different organizations 
that demonstrate outreach and 
support many different groups in 
need in New Brunswick. Here is a 
list of some of my favourite service 
organizations on campus:

Christ Church Food Pantry New 
Brunswick

Mission statement derived from their 
overall church mission statement 
states: “We embrace the diversity 
of God’s creation...we practice the 
command to love one another through 
fellowship, mutual care, and service 
to our urban community, with special 

attention to immigrants, to the hungry, 
and the homeless.”
I volunteered there one Saturday, and 
it was very rewarding to see everyone 
come in and get food and things 
that they need. The Christ Church is 
always looking for help and welcomes 
all members of the community to 
participate.

Five Loaves Food Pantry

The Second Reformed Church New 
Brunswick runs a food pantry for their 
local community. It is a unique system 
because instead of receiving preset 
packages, people can choose their own 
food. As per the mission statement, 
“Families are given “points” based on 
the number of members in the family. 
These points can be redeemed for food 
across several categories – proteins, 
beans, vegetables, fruits, rice, pasta, 
cereals and miscellaneous items.”
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The staff members at the food 
pantry are very kind, helpful and 
encouraging, which makes it easier 
for people in need to approach the 
food pantry. Student volunteers 
organize the food pantry and are very 
active in the management of the food 
pantry. My experience with them was 
touching,  and made me want to go 
back and help. I would recommend 
this as a place to go for someone 
who hasn’t volunteered before.

Hindu Student Council - Rutgers 
Campus Chapter

The Rutgers Chapter mission 
statement states that “HSC promotes 
understanding and awareness about 
Hindu heritage amongst all students 
at Rutgers. HSC honors each 
member’s own religion and does 
not promote any type of conversion. 
The teachings of Hinduism are 
universally applicable to all ways 
of life. Thus HSC is a socio-religio-
cultural organization.”
As a senior representative in the 
HSC - Rutgers Chapter, I am actively 
involved in the organization’s 

planning of events in the community. 
We are very active in the service area 
and give back to the community. The 
club brings many people together-
both Hindus and non-Hindus.

Bharat Sevashram Sangha of North 
America (New Jersey), Inc

One of the original chapter mission 
goals of the Bharat Sevashram was 
to “serve and unite the community.” 
They were founded in the late 1800s/
early 1900s in India. They started 
building cottage industry centers, 
monastic schools, primary schools 
and free dispensaries. They also 
began to conduct overseas missions, 
including humanitarian and relief 
work at the time of flood, famine, 
earthquake and pestilence. This 
encouraged the spread of their 
ideals.

Members like me are encouraged to 
participate in the setup and cleanup 
of  communal food services after 
prayers. I also participate in the 
organization’s service events such 
as weekly soup kitchens and food 
drives. We encourage community 
participation, regardless of religion.
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March Of Dimes Chain Reaction Council

Their National Mission Statement states, “March of Dimes leads the fight for 
the health of all moms and babies. We believe that every baby deserves the 
best possible start. Unfortunately, not all babies get one. We are changing 
that.” March of Dimes began with the creation of the National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis, due to the founder’s personal struggle with polio. It 
helped promote the research  of medicine leading to the elimination of polio 
in the U.S. Currently, it addresses health issues concerning mothers and their 
babies.

I currently donate $10 dollars a month to March of Dimes as it is a very 
meaningful to me, because I was born prematurely. I also raised $200 on my 
birthday this past July and donated it to the foundation. I have participated in 
several walks and car washes over the past few years and found it to be very 
easy and accessible to be a part of. They are very welcoming and grateful for 
any help they get, whether it is financial, physical or even just moral support.

This past year, I have been thinking seriously about my career choices as a 
Student Affairs professional or a government officer. The reason I view them 
as serious career choices is because service is an integral part of my daily 
life. These local organizations leave 
a positive mark on the community 
and by doing so, shape the world we 
live in. Mahatma Gandhi once said, 
“Be the change you want to see in 
the world.” I firmly believe that the 
best way to become this change 
is by serving the people and the 
community around you.
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You work hard. No matter who you are, you have a lot of things to do and you 
deserve more time. Here’s what tends to happen: you wake up, go to class, 
eat, do some work, and the day eventually swooshes by, while you were 
constantly bombarded by things to do. Now it’s time to sleep and wake up 
to do it all over again. We may find ourselves saying things along the lines 
of “I wish there were more hours in a day”, “Where did the time go?” or “ I 
need an extra day between Sunday and Monday just to relax”. Happens to us 
all! So read on, take my hand, and together, you and I, as a team, can apply 
some of these tips to get some of that time back!

The following is the 1st of the 3 benefits you’ve tuned in to learn about:  

1. You’ll be more efficient!
 
To be more efficient, you can try a wide variety of things. However, we’re 
going to skip that list and get you to the best of the best methods: the 
Pomodoro Technique. What’s that? Well a pomodoro is a tomato in Italian! 
But don’t get distracted, okay? Let’s focus on the technique. It’s called the 

3 Productivity Benefits You”ll Gain By 
Reading Past This Title

By Henry Velasquez



Pomodoro (tomato) technique 
because it involves the use of an 
old-fashioned timer that looks like 
a tomato. You don’t actually have 
to use that if you don’t conveniently 
happen to have a tomato themed 
timer lying around, though. One of 
my childhood heroes once 
wisely said, “We’re 
not cavemen! We 
have technology!”  
Almost every 
device you have 
can be used 
as a timer: 
your phone, 
laptop, tablet, 
watch, Nintendo 
Switch (not 
sure about that 
last one but you 
probably can if you find 
the internet browser). Once 
you’ve found a suitable device, all 
you have to do is go somewhere 
free of distractions, set the timer 
to 25 minutes, and start working 
on whatever it is you have to work 
on. When the timer is up, stop 
immediately, as you are not 
allowed to work anymore. 

Not allowing yourself to do anything 
after the timer rings, forces you to 
remain focused and work efficiently 
because you have a limited amount 
of time. This timed session will be 
similar to that feeling when you’re 
taking an exam and the instructor 

says you have 5 minutes 
left and you start to 

focus intensely 
and work at the 

speed of light. 
25 minutes is a 
good starting 
point for 
beginners who 
have trouble 

focusing for 
long periods of 

time (happens 
to many of us 

in this day an age, 
including myself, so 

don’t be ashamed).  But if you’re 
comfortable focusing for more 
than 25 minutes with minimal 
distractions and you feel like you 
can take it up a notch, try 30-40 
minutes instead. Beginners will 
find that they will be able to focus 
for longer periods of time as they 
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practice the technique. 
However, be warned that working 
past an hour straight could lead 
to being more unproductive than 
productive, as our brains stop 
retaining information after about 
50 minutes (this number varies 
between 30-50 minutes depending 
on the study). Stay between 25 
minutes to 1 hour and do what 
works best for you!

You must take a mandatory 5 to 20 
minute break after the timer rings 
(a 20 minute break is if you worked 
longer). This is non negotiable. Use 
this short break to let your mind 
relax and do whatever you please! 
This could be meditating, going for 
a walk, playing that video game 
you’ve been wanting to play the 
whole week, cuddling with your dog 
or friend or significant other or all 
three, whatever you want! Here’s 
the catch. You have to set a timer 
for that too. You can’t cheat on your-
self and get an extra 15 minutes 
of Smash Bros Ultimate. You must 
have the willpower to get back to 
your desk and do what you have to 
do. Your Nintendo Switch will always 
be there, but your exam is in two 

days and you don’t want to retake 
Calculus, Chemistry, or whatever 
the class may be. 

After the break, you’re back at your 
desk and the cycle repeats itself. 
You set a new Pomodoro timer, 
work fully focused until it rings, and 
you get another short break. After 
about 4 or 5 Pomodoro timers, you’ll 
be pretty exhausted and would have 
worked for somewhere between 
1.5 to 5 hours. This calls for a long 
break! If you plan to get back to 
work again soon, set yourself a 
timer for around 1 to 2 hours to 
enjoy your hard earned break! By 
using the Pomodoro method you 
have learned here today, my friend, 
not only will you be able to get your 
work done more efficiently, you’ll 
have more time to do what you 
enjoy. You made it to the end, I am 
extremely proud of you! Now let’s 
talk about the 2nd of the 3 benefits…
tune in next time to find out what 
it is! Stay awesome you beautiful 
individual. I hope you have an 
amazing everything!
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Exploring Languages: French
By: Marine Lebrun

 Air conditioning: a plague to 
the environment

One of the most striking things for the 
French student that I was when I first 
came to the United States, was the shock 
of discovering that all the buildings were 
very heavily air conditioned. My surprise 
was even greater when I noticed that this 
air conditioning was still active even at the 
dawn of November...
Let us return briefly to the history of this 
invention. The air conditioner was invented 
in 1902 in New York, where the summers 
are stifling due to the heat and humidity, by 
an engineer named Willis H. Carrier. The 
first air conditioner was designed to solve 
the problem of wrapping paper in print 
shops, but New Yorkers quickly adopted it 
for themselves. During the interwar period, 
it appeared in cinemas, trains, shops, 
restaurants and other public places, before 
entering houses. Eventually, in the 1950s, 
air conditioning became common with 
the development of the American Way of 
Life. In 2018, according to the Residential 
Energy Consumption Survey (RECS), nearly 
9 out of 10 US households were found 
to be equipped with it.In 2017, about 1.6 
billion air conditioners were in operation 
worldwide, of which about 50% were in 
the United States and China. With global 
warming and economic development, the 
number of air conditioners is constantly 
increasing: about 135 million units were 
sold in 2017, three times more than in 
1990.

   La climatisation, fléau pour 
l’environnement

Une des choses les plus marquantes pour 
l’étudiante française que je suis lorsque je 
suis arrivée aux Etats-Unis fut le choc de 
découvrir que tous les bâtiments étaient 
très fortement climatisés. Mon étonnement 
a été encore plus grand en constatant 
que cette climatisation était encore active 
même à l’aube du mois de novembre... 
Revenons rapidement sur l’historique 
de cette invention. La climatisation a été 
inventée en 1902 à New York, où l’été 
est étouffant à cause de la chaleur et 
l’humidité de l’air, par l’ingénieur Willis 
H. Carrier. Le premier climatiseur était 
destiné à solutionner le problème du 
papier qui gondolait dans les imprimeries, 
mais les New-Yorkais l’ont très vite 
adoptée pour eux-mêmes. Elle fait son 
apparition dans les cinémas de l’entre- 
deux-guerres, les trains, les magasins, 
les restaurants et autres lieux publics, 
avant d’entrer dans les maisons, où la 
climatisation devient courante avec le 
développement de l’American Way of Life 
dans les années 1950. En 2018, selon 
Residential Energy Consumption Survey 
(RECS), près de 9 foyers américains 
sur 10 en sont équipés. En 2017, 
environ 1,6 milliards de climatiseurs 
fonctionnaient dans le monde, dont 
environ 50% aux Etats-Unis et en Chine. 
Avec le réchauffement climatique et le 
développement économique, le nombre 
de climatiseurs est en augmentation 
constante : environ 135 millions d’unités 
ont été vendues en 2017, soit trois fois plus 
qu’en 1990. 
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According to the GIEC (Groupe d’experts 
intergouvernemental sur l’évolution du 
climat), demand could increase 30-fold by 
the end of the century. Most of it comes 
from emerging countries, which are 
experiencing a rise in temperatures, along 
with the rise of the standard of living of 
the population. Lucas Davis, a professor 
at the University of Berkeley, says that 
“more than 60 million air conditioners are 
sold each year in China”, which is eight 
times more than in the United States. A 
vicious circle is therefore settling, due 
to the detrimental ecological impacts of 
air conditioners. Indeed, air conditioning 
increases the energy consumption of 
buildings and vehicles that are equipped 
with it. It releases refrigerant fluids that 
have a greenhouse effect which is 2,000 
times stronger than that of CO2. 
We are seeing the beginning of awareness: 
the New York environmental movements 
are actively denouncing the abuse of the 
air conditioning,  the city has passed a 
regulation to ban air-conditioned shops 
from leaving their doors open under 
penalty of a fine, and is encouraging 
alternatives such as the whitening of 
roofs (“cool roofs”) to reflect light and 
reduce the heat inside buildings. The 
United Nations itself had reduced the 
temperature of its premises to 25 degrees 
instead of 22, to reduce its greenhouse 
gas emissions. Though these efforts are 
being made, they are not enough. A more 
permanent solution is required. This can 
be achieved through better adaptation of 
the architecture to create effective thermal 
insulation, as well through the regulation 
of individual behavior and the exaggerated 
use of the air conditioning. 

Selon le GIEC (Groupe d’experts 
intergouvernemental sur l’évolution 
du climat), la demande pourrait être 
multipliée par 30 d’ici la fin du siècle. 
Celle-ci proviendrait majoritairement 
des pays émergents, qui subissent une 
élévation des températures, concomitante 
à celle du niveau de vie des populations. 
Lucas Davis, professeur à l’université 
de Berkeley, indique que « plus de 60 
millions de climatiseurs sont vendus 
chaque année en Chine, plus de huit fois 
plus qu’aux Etats-Unis ». Un cercle vicieux 
est donc en train de s’installer, car les 
impacts écologiques des climatiseurs sont 
terribles. Effectivement, la climatisation 
augmente la consommation énergétique 
des bâtiments ou véhicules qui en 
sont pourvus. Elle rejette des fluides 
frigorigènes qui ont un effet de serre 2 000 
fois plus puissant que celui du CO2.
On voit un début de prise de conscience se 
manifester : les mouvements écologistes 
newyorkais sont actifs pour dénoncer 
l’abus de l’air conditioning, la ville a voté 
une loi pour interdire aux commerces 
climatisés de laisser leur porte ouverte 
sous peine d’une amende et incite à 
blanchir les toits pour créer des « cool 
roofs » réfléchissants la lumière et ainsi 
réduisant la chaleur à l’intérieur des 
bâtiments. L’ONU elle-même a réduit la 
température de ses pièces en la réglant 
à 25 degrés et non à 22 pour réduire ses 
émissions de gaz à effet de serre. Bien que 
ces efforts soient déployés, ils ne sont pas 
suffisants. Une solution plus permanente 
est nécessaire. Ceci peut être réalisé par 
une meilleure adaptation de l’architecture 
pour créer une isolation thermique 
efficace, ainsi que par la régulation du 
comportement individuel et l’utilisation 
exagérée de la climatisation.
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“Castaway” - Yuna, Tyler the Creator
“Quicksand” - SZA
“Love on the Brain” - Rihanna
“Warm on a Cold Night” - HONNE, Aminé
“After the Storm” - Kali Uchis, Tyler the Creator
“Could’ve Been” - H.E.R., Bryson Tiller
“Location” - Khalid
“Hunnybee” - Unknown Mortal Orchestra
“Show Me Love” - Alicia Keys
“Killing Me Softly With His Song” - Fugees
“Kiss of Life” - Sade
“10,000 Hours” - Ella Mai

Passion Puddle
Playlist

 

1
2
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5
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