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Dear Green Print Readers

It appears we've made It

I’'m for all of us this has bee
strike and ninety deqgreerwead
ride. In crazy times like these
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Luckily at ® Rutgers there S
community whether It be
clubs, academic groups; greek
for everyone here It jus aKes
we hope to be a place where
openly and find a commu
connoisseurs who have the
quo

Thank you to all who contrik
To the writers who devote the
and educating our comm
capture the beauty or ourw
support this creativerprocess
taking the time to reac
enjoy it and maybe even learn’s
best,

Liora Picker

Editor In Chief
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EVENT RECAP:

Thank you to all who attended our "Painting and Potting” event two weeks ago.
We had a great time meeting everyone in person and exercising our creative
sides. Together we painted ceramic pots, planted succulents and enjoyed
dinner. We are looking forward to having more events like this and curating an
active community of Green Printers on campus.
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E ANCIENT
FERNS THAT ARE
AS TALL ASTREES

LAILA BOZOROTH

Within the endless diversity of the plant world, there
3 an order of plants that is particularly unique.
yatheales is known as the “tree fern” order because
" unlike the typical ground dwelling fern, these ferns
2an grow to be up to 60 ft tall. The stems of tree ferns
e tall and wide enough to resemble trees, and
perform similar functions to tree trunks. They
the plant and bring water and nutrients to
* the fronds as a tree would to leaves.

The fronds
reaching up t
covered in hair
subtropical zon
close as Florida a
ferns are also ancie
morphology seen in
Period, which means
dinosaurs and other no

. especially large, sometimes
ers in length, while also being
les. Found in the tropical and
fern species are found as
ar away as New Zealand. Tree
ith the first evidence of such
s dating back to the Triassic
y were likely snacks for
tinct species.
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grows. The taller a fern can grow the b
chance that fern has at reaching sunlight. ' ;
order grows quickly to take advantage of open'
spaces in the canopy, and some species have
evolved to specifically grow the base of its fern
fronds, called the stipe or petiole, to push the
frond further into the canopy and better
compete for the limited light available in
tropical rainforest ecosystems. Spines can also
be found on certain species, and since there
doesn’t seem to be a clear purpose for them
today, it is likely that it evolved as a defense
mechanism against predators that no longer
exist.
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The most well known species of tree fern is the Silv
Fern. It is a national symbol for Aotearoa (the
indigenous name of New Zealand). There it is used as
the emblem for their world famous Rugby team, logos
throughout the country for common items such as
butter, and as the symbol for Air New Zealand. What
makes it so iconic is its singular silver-white
coloration on the undersides of its fronds. This
coloration is quite stark and unlike any other species
of fern. It has been said to reflect moonlight and be
used almost like a flashlight on dark trails. | hope that
one day | can see one in its natural habitat and see for
myself the immense diversity of our planet.
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Not Everything You Recycle is Actually
Being Converted Into New Products

SAMANTHA GARCIA

It turns out that we This change
can’t always trust the launched by \

chasing arrows on a How2Recycle,
product when we go to organization

throw it in the founded by large

recycling bin. As of the producers and

: e consumers in the

‘ o plastic industry

" such as Exxon

and
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What Items Consist
of Polypropylene?

- butter/margarine

containers
accept Plastic No.
ycle claims

thal~r most recent

analysis shows that over - Bottle caps
60% of Americans have

access to arecycling - Straws
pr” that accepts this
But a nonprofit - Tupperware
Last Beach Cleanup
that only 28% of - Takeout c¢
have access to

- Syrup bottles




Why Does This

Matter?

the
when mislabeling
Americans products takes
have their choice away from
i after consumers, as they

it in recycling led to believe that the
is very misleading. polypropylene products
that they purchase are

widely recyclable, when
‘Many consumers
this is not entirely true.

with complete
y that recycled
ic with chasing

is repurposed to
create new products.
Consequently, some
consumers may feel
comfortable purchasing
and using certain plastic
products because they
have been led to believe
that its use will not
harm the environment,
due to its recyclability.

Another reason that
this lack of
transparency with
labeling is

is that it can

more




components can
ic to the soil and

er that
rests upon,

the neighboring
1and those

live within them for
after the plastic

What Should Be
Done?

the responsibility
determining the

status of plastic
labels.

As mentioned above,
this is currently led
by How2Recycle, an
organization founded
by big actors in the
plastics industry-who
therefore have the
incentive to make
more plastic products
appear
onmentally
to increase
r interest in
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NIFTS ANID TrHIE
SINWVIRCEONIMIENITT

SOFIA ALEEMUDDIN

If you spend time on the internet, you've probably
heard of NFTs. NFTs, or non-fungible tokens, are a
form of cryptocurrency that are marketed to be
one-of-a-kind. Anything that can be uploaded
digitally can become an NFT, such as art, videos,
and even pieces of writing (like this one!).

NFTs are connected to a blockchain, which
contains all the information and a record of the
transactions associated with it. The idea behind
NFTs is to have ownership of whatever it is that is
being sold. However, since these are digital, other
people who do not pay for the NFT can still
download it. There are mixed opinions on whether
NFTs will create a tangible market and if they are
really worth the high prices they are typically sold
for. But beyond the discourse of interest and cost,
NFTs have a concerning impact on our climate.
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The environmental impact of NFTs comes from
their use of blockchains. Blockchains work by
creating ‘blocks’ of information related to it. For
NFTs, each block is a different transaction that
becomes recorded into the blockchain network.
Additionally, each transaction of an NFT needs to
be validated to ensure its legitimacy. This
requires a network of computers that verify all the
information before the block is recorded. Most
NFTs use the Ethereum blockchain, which uses
large amounts of power for validating and
computing transactions. Each time an NFT is sold,
the blockchain has to go through the process
again and again. As a result of this, NFTs end up
having large carbon footprints, and people who
sell or buy NFTs contribute to it.

There are alternatives for NFT blockchains to
have reduced carbon emissions, however there
have been no changes to the Ethereum
blockchain as of now. Artists and buyers
concerned with the environmental impacts have
been advocating for the use of blockchains that
use different methods to verify transactions that
do not require so much energy. Many others
choose to avoid getting involved with NFTs at all.
As their popularity and usage grows, it s
important to stay informed about NFTs and their
environmental impacts.
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'€ IN NeW Jersey
\ASHLEY ECHEVERRIA

Now that spring is here, summer is soon approaching,
and the weather is getting nicer, there is no better time
than now to go outdoors and explore the places around
you. As a nature lover, I love taking a good hike to
appreciate the beauty of nature around us. It reminds me
of the importance of protecting our environment for the
sake of animals, plants, other living organisms, habitats,
and even our own health. Forests, rivers, oceans and soils
all over our planet provide us with the food we eat, air we
breathe, the water we use to drink and irrigate our crops
with, and much more.

We overall depend on them for our health, happiness
and prosperity. Not only is nature beautiful, but it also
allows us to clear our minds and escape from the
stressors of our daily lives. With that being said, here are
10 places to hike that will make you appreciate the beauty

of nature in New Jersey:
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Located in Vernon, NJ within the Wawayanda
State Park, the Stairway to Heaven hiking trail is
an unforgettable hiking experience. One of its
most prominent features is the Pochuck
Boardwalk, which provides breathtaking and
unique views as you hike through the forest.
The boardwalk goes through a marshy area,
which allows you to get close and personal with
nature's surroundings. This is also a perfect
place to go hiking if you would like to see the
sunrise or sunset. This trail is perfect for all
hiking experience levels. There is also a
beautiful farm nearby, where you can see
animals and take a rest at the market after a
good hike!
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A challenging 4.3 mile loop, the Giant Stairs
offers beautiful views of the Hudson River.
This trail takes you down the Palisades at the
Hudson River shore, passing through a
cascade, ruins of historic estates, a boulder
field, and a steep ascent down a stone
staircase. This hike is definitely not
recommended when rocks are wet or covered
in snow/ice, which is why spring or summer is
the perfect time to explore this trail. This trail
is located at the Palisades Interstate Park State
Line Lookout in Closter, NJ and has other
trails that extend all the way up to upstate New
York. At the top of the lookout, there is an
amazing panoramic view of the Hudson and a
cute little cafe where you can take a break and
also shop for souvenirs or books on the history
of the Palisades cliffs.
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Though a short 3.5 mile hike, this pathf“r
can be a little strenuous due to its
steepness and Rockiness, however, it is
absolutely worth it because of its
breathtaking overlook of the Delaware
Water Gap and Mt. Minsi. You pass by
mini cascades and bridges and may
even be able to spot a couple of vultures
enjoying a meal, hawks, wild turkeys,
and possibly other creatures and
critters. Located in Knowlton Township,
NJ at the southernmost peak of the
Kittatinny Mountains, this place has a
lot of different trails that lead you to the
top of Mt. Tammany-some more
difficult than others- and each one
offers unique and different experiences.




UTGEM{EEN PRINT

Freserve

This very rocky trail with minor elevati
is perfect for when you just want to take
stroll and enjoy nature's beauty. It is a
more lengthy at 5.7 miles, however
mountain biking, horseback riding, and
bouldering are also allowed. Located
within  Hillsborough Township and
Montgomery Township on Seurland
Mountain, in the Sourlands regi

Jersey, you’ll hike over:

through boulders and. tre are
also different tr"
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BUTTermilk Fatls

‘ .
- Located at Walpack Township,
NJ, Buttermilk Falls has various
trails of moderate difficulty.
There are steep areas, but all
worth it for seeing a beautiful
waterfall, Crater Lake and
Hemlock Pond. This not only is
a popular place for hiking, but is
also popular for camping if you
want the real nature experience.
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This 3.1 mile trail located at the
Ramapo Mountain State Forest,
varies between rugged flat wood
roads to steep uphills. There are
also other variations of this trail
that are more difficult. You can
explore the ruins of the Van Slyke
Castle on this hike with multiple
viewpoints. This is a perfect hike if
you are looking for a walk with no
difficulty whilst taking in the
nature around you and exploring a
historic place!
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l Located at High Point State
Park, this is a popular
destination for camping and
hiking and overall exploring
nature. This 3.5 mile hike varies
between rocky and smooth
terrain and offers expansive
views over the tri-state area
from the highest point in New
Jersey. This hike goes through a
beautiful forest with a lot of
different viewpoints and
crosses a cedar bog on a long
boardwalk. The monument
you’ll see is a memorial for
New Jersey veterans and also
marks the highest elevation in
the state.
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At 3.1 miles long, this loop located
near Matawan, NJ at Cheesequake
State Park, is an easy yet beautiful
route to walk through to enjoy the
presence of nature around you. It is
a super pleasant hike over rolling
- hills and beautiful marshlands along
~ numerous boardwalks. There is a
great variety of trees, boardwalks,
lakes, and small bridges. It also has a
nice nature center and campground
if you want a more intense natur
experience.

____
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These trails all vary in difficulty and
length but offer breathtaking panoramic
views and scenery. The trail travels
through the Wallkill National Wildlife
Reserve, camping grounds, waterfalls,
creeks, rocky roads, and much more. The
Appalachian Trail stretches over two
thousand miles from Georgia to Maine
and enters New Jersey at the Delaware
Water Gap. It heads north along the
Kittatinny Ridge to High Point and then
ough the Pochuck Valley. It is
gthy, but definitely worth the
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This lengthy and challenging 10.
mile hike will have you Climb and
descend five mountains-Little
Windbeam, Windbeam, Bear, Board,
and Harrison- while enjoying
panoramic views of the Wanaque
nd Monksville Reservoirs at the
e time. This hike is one of the
st in New Jersey, from rocky;
steep elevations, but i
all the effort for the
ure experiences.
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* BlackTree Fern © Katja Schulz, (CC
BY 2.0)

e Silver Fern © Alan Levine, (CC BY
2.0)
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